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FIVE BILLION A YEAR'
FOR LUXURIES IN U.S.
Theatres Get Close to a Billion;

Soft Drinks Cost
$500,000,000.

$220,000,000 FOR GEMS

Perfumes, Cosmetics, Toilet!
Soaps $70,000,000, With

Clubs $50,000,000.
_

THRIFT EXPERTS ROUSED

Plan to Halt Expenditure of
*13.700.000 Daily for Non-
~1 *' w *' ' *I

essential Items.
.

Special Dttpatch to Tub N'bw Yobk Hrn.u.n.
.New York Herald Bureau, 1

Wailiinitan, D, C., duly 17. I
Approximately 15,000,000,000 Js beingspent in New York and other1

big cities of the country each year in
a national rush to obtain amusement
and luxuries, returns to the Treasury
Department under luxury aiyi kindred
tax items show.
More than $§00,000,000 was paid into

the Treasury during the fiscal, year
Just ended in taxes on expenditures
listed in the luxury tax IaWs.
The tax;list includes about fifteen

items which can be classed more or

less as luxury or non-essential expenditures.In most cases the tax is
10 per cent, of the amount' disbursed
by the seeker for amusement or luxury.The tax list of course does not

Include all luxuries, nor all amusements.Some are not taxed and for
these there is no return on which to
stimate the national expenditure.
The disbursement of $5,000,000,000 a

year for luxuries and amusements thereforeis a minimum estimate of the nationalexpenditure. This sum, however.
Is regarded by many Government officialsas too vast for the purpose, consideringthe economic depression and
unemployment throughout' the country.
Th* thrift division of the Treasury De-
fmrtment is working to discourage the
Tush to buy foibles.

Closing Family Pocketbook.

Under the thrift division's direction
the Government, through its innumerable
departments and agencies scattered
throughout the United States, is engagingin a nationwide propaganda to
encourage the conservation of the resource#of the famtly pocketbook An
extensive poster advertising campaign is
being staged to encourage the purchase
of thrift stamps and the later redemptionof these miniature Government
bonds for war savings stamps which
cost just under $5. Millions of placards
calling attention to the issues of the
stamps are being distributed in poet
offices. Government buildings, railroad
stations and all aorta of, public placet.
The thrift division is working directly

along another line to promote conservationof caah by getting in touch with
clubs, neighborhood building and improvementassociations, ,women's societies,grade schools and Sunday schools
In an effort to reduce national extravagance.This campaign is meeting with
some success, it seems. since tnnusanns
of letters are flooding the thrift division
officials from persons and organizations
in all parts of the country.

Despite the activities of the Governmenttoward thrift expenditures In excessof $13,700,000 are being made daily
In the centres of population of the countryfor articles which mainly arc IncludedIn the lists of the luxury tax laws.
And the Government Is convinced that
It U receiving only a fraction of the tax
collectors from dealers. Thla indicates,
officials say, that the expenditure la far
greater than the tax returns actually
show.
Commissioner BUIr of the Internal

Bavenue Bureau now Im staging ft nationalcampaign to dls over dealers who
fail to turn in the full imount of ponnipscollected as luxury taxes. Flying squadronsof tax sleuths are at work In New
fork and a score of other big cities Inspectingthe books and tax return practicesof movie theatres, venders of soft
drinks. Jewellers and others who make
taxable sales. '

Economy Campaign General.
Government officials interested In the

inruc campaign are carerui to explain
that there in no attempt to dtacourag*
the spending of money for any one lino
of amusement or any one variety of luxuries.Officials do not want to be ©pe»,
to criticism by any private Interest
whjcli may have money invested In
amusement parks, theatres or stores
which deal in so-called luxuries. The
Government's campaign Is Intended to
be absolutely general as regards any
liven expenditure, but It Is aimed directly,nevertheless, at the purchase of
all luxiu'lvs and the seemingly endless
search for recreation and amusement.
More than $82,000,000 In taxes was

turned Into the Government coffers by
theatres during the first eleven months
f the fiscal year Just ended. This Indicates,officials say. that nearly $1.000,000,000a year Is being spent for

seat In movies and legitimate theatres.
Tha expenditure Is slightly more than the
Oavernment will spend this year in intereston the national deht »nd nhnnt
an«-quarter of the total estimated revenue*of the Government for the year.
Smoker* are paving to the Governmentnearly $250,100,000 a year In taxes

on cigar*, cigarette*, tobacco and anuff.tli# record* show. [Miring the 1a*t yearthta tax return ha* fallen off slightly,especially on cigarette*. Official* be!|#vethe decline Is a direct result of
the economy depression and unempley*JM*t.
One Interesting Item In the tax return*i* the collection of more thanJIIT.OOO In taxes on what the record

ltgts as "distilled spirit* beverage." Underthe Volstead law the use of eplrttefay beverage purposes la illegal In the
United States. It I* remembered,though, that before the Volstead law becameeffective the Government's revenuefrom the sale of liquor totalled
millions a month. The nr»««m """.

tlone of 1cm than one million for an entireyear represents the total collection
of Item* duo on liquors lawfully held.
The national taito for Ic.c cream, soda

water, soft drinks and cereal beverage*of the non-Intoxicating group net* the
Government more than $50,000,001 ataa year, Indicating that the vendei
at least one-half of $ 1,000,000,000 a

r ^*?5insumers of candy and other ronIfeotlona are obliged to ttny the GovernmentIn excess of $20,000,000 a year
far tha privilege of enjoying sweets, in
addition to tho cash they turn over to
the manufacturers and dealors in the
We

Perfumes and cosmetics cost somethinglike $50,000,000 a year and nst
Ml* Government one-tenth of that sun?.

LBIaawntg jewelry, Wu and the
like ere eo* at the rate <4 ftyproxJmatnly |

$220,000,000 worth a year, so far as the
tax returns are any indication of the
business.

Club life In the big cities costs It#
enthusiasts approximately $50,000,000 a
year, the records show, of which the
Government obtains a cool $5,000,000
over and above tfte dues of members.
Bowling alleys, poolrooms and'other

gaming places pay to the Government
taxes totalling approximately $2,000,000
a year. One Interesting Item is shown
In the tax return on playing cards,
which amounts annually to about $2,500,000.Another Is the national affectionfor chewing gum, which contributes
about $1,500,000 a year In taxes. Some
other tax collections of comparatively
small but unusual nature listed In the
returns follow:
Hunting and bowle knives, nearly $4,-

uuu.uuu annually ; musical IUBU UIUCUIS,
more than {11,000,000; yachts and motorboats, approximately $500,000 ; toilet
soap and powders, more than $2,000,000,
and cigar holders and pipes, approximately$150,000.
Automobiles and accessories, more

than half of which are sold for pleasure,net the Government approximately
$100,000,000 each year, while fur coats
worn by women and other garments
made of fur yield nearly $15,000,000.

HOOVER PLANNING i
HOUSING RELIEFi

Considers Diversion of Savings!
Deposits Toward Construe-

tion of Homes.

Washington, July 17..Plana for relievingthe estimated shortage of 1,500,-
000 homes throughout the country by
the diversion of a greater portion of the
nation's $22,000,000,000 in savings de-

.posits into home building are under con-

s'ideratlon by Secretary Hoover.
The Commerce Secretary considers

that thpre has been a tendency during
the last few veare for the savings of the
people to find their way Into commercial

paper, bonds and similar securities rather
than into home building, while a critical
housing situation has developed, with
about 117 families for each 100 homes.
The chief reliance of the country lp

the necessary financing of home building,
in the opinion of Mr. Hoover, must be
the savings Institutions. With a total of
$$2,000,000,000 available from these
sources he believes It will be found, after
eliminating the building and loan s£Cic~
,tjes and actual savings banks, which devoteabout 60 per cent, of their deposits
to home building, that the savings departmentsof national banks, State banka,
trust companies and insurance companies,comprising more than one-half of the
total, probably do not loan more than 10
or 15 per cent, of their savings assets to.
housing.
Mr. Hoover has suggested that 40 or

60 per cent of the $100,000,000 of de-1
posits In Postal savings banks could be
diverted to this, as well as a larger proportionof the savings deposits of nationalbanks, through amendment to the
Federal Reserve act.

"I believe." Mr. Hoover said, "that we

should have a very much more stable
economic system If we had a more regu-
lar proportion of our savings available
to home building. There Is, in fact no

other economic fund than our savings
Institutions from which our home build-
ing can be safely secured."

PWTNESE TO HAVE OUTING.
.

2,000 From Eastern Cities Will Go

to Bear Mountain.
Chinese from Boston. Philadelphia.

Newark. Paterson and Hobokon will join
their brethren in New Tork this morninfrfor 'i trteamboat picnic to Bear Mountain.The Grand Republic will carry
Chinese merchants to the number of
about 2.000 when she backs away at
!) :30 A. M. from the Battery and points
upstream.
At 14 Mott street, headquarters for the

merchants organising: the picnic, final
preparations were made yesterday for
the hi* party. The Chinese do such
things lavishly and thousands of dollars
has been spent for refreshments and
dainties pleasing to the Chinese taste.
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Would Rely More on Grand
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Federal Agents.
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Scientific Readjustment of
Entire Department Is

Under Way.

Special Despatch to Thb Naw Yosx Houu).
New York Herald Burrnu, I

Washington. D. C<> Jul.v 17. I
Attorney-General Daugherty has deededto Inject more economy In the

administration of the Department of
Justice by such a scientific readjustment
of the judicial system as will allow large
reductions In some ends of the department'spersonnel or at least obviate the
necessity of spending large sums for
employment of larger forces of special
Investigators.
In an adjustment of his department's

needs the Attorney-General has sought
the advice of Chief Justice Taft, who
Is cooperating with a special committee
In drafting a new legislative plan for
relief of congestion In the courts. Chief
Justice Taft Is said to have recommendedthe advisability of relying more
on the Grand Jury processes In assemblingproof In criminal cases and less
upon the evidence which It Is possible
for Federal agents to obtain.
Under the proposed plan of the Attorney-GeneralIt Is believed there will

be a large saving of public funds by
leaving to the grand juries of the Federalcourts the broader exercise of their
Investigative powers. The AttorneyGeneral.in discussions of the subject
with his advisers, is said to have taken
the position that under the present rather
unscientific methods of conducting investigationsFederal agents usually assembleevidence which is not at first
based upon the sworn statements of witnesses.

In the usual course, it was said, grand
Juries are forced to retrace the steps of
Fedfcrfl.1 lnvestiar«.tOPS ftr rrw*r antiPalv
new ground. With their power to examineall witnesses Under oath it Is
believed the grand Juries can adjust
their functions so that much of the work
now covered by spealal Investigators
could be handled more effectively and
cases expedited for trial by a more, completeassembling of t»worn evidence for
later use or Federal district attorneys.

Until the more scientific arrangement
of procedure now planned is perfected
by the Attorney-General It Is not his
plan to reduce the staffs of investigators
materially, but in the end It Is his purposeto efTect large savings on this score
alone. Under the Administration's
economy programme the Attorney-Oeneraldoes not desire to make heavy demandsfor additional appropriations
from Congress where it can be avoided.
He already has effected a saving in the
department's expenditures of nearly
$500 000 by dismissals of hltfily paid
special assistants and investigators and
he Js planning further economics where
possible without weakening the depart-
ment's efficiency,

JUDGE'S HOME ROBBED.
TP"*

Negro Employee of IV. C. French
Held In Atlantic City.

Atlantic Citt. July 17..The country
home of Judge William C. French of the
Camden Court of Common Pleas, betweenPort Republic and Chestnut Neck,
was robbed Inst night. The thieves obtainedmore than $2,000 worth of Jewelry
and $S0 in cash. The Judge and his
family were away from the house at
he time. When they returned they
discovered the robbery.
The police made an investigation and

arrested Jay Marh. 22, negro employe
on the farm. He was brought here this
afternoon and will be given a hearing
on Tuesday.
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WILSON'S 'KEY MEN'
TO BE CLEANED OUT

Complaint Made That Division
Heads Are Continuing Aid

to yemurrais.

RELIC OF OLD MACHINE

Instances of Bank Favoritism
and Jobbery in Big Con!'tracts Are Cited.

Special Despatch to Tm Nsw Yo*B Haunt.
New York Herald Bureau, }

Washington, D. C., July 17.1
Responding to the urgent demands of

Senators, Representatives and members
of various Republican drganlsatlons,
the Harding Administration has started
out on a definite campaign to sdreep
out of office In Washington and in the
country men who, left over by the Wilson
Administration, are still holding poel.
tions of importance or "key positions" as
they are commonly called.

Instance after Instance has been given
Mr. Harding's personal representatives
of Democrats receiving distinct preferenceover Republicans in the matter of
houding their Jobs and of transacting
business rrom the outside. These reportswere laid before the President
with the result that Mr. Harding began
issuing unequivocal instructions to the
heads of the departments to clean house
Immediately.

It Is being charged by Republican
lawyers and business men who have dealingswith some of the departments that
the friends of men prominent in the WilsonAdministration still are receiving
special favors; that they are able
through the well organized system of
bureau chiefs and division heads to obtainaccurate and complete Information
concerning official plans and polieles
that are denied the average man who
seeks to do business with the Government.
One of the cases cited was that of

where a "key man" or division head
arranged for the sale of a set of surplusmaterials by negotiation. Prior to
making this arrangement with a group
of purchasers he had refused to negotiatetor its sale to another group on
the ground that thh sale was such a
large one that his department would
have to advertise for bids. The deal
was on the verge of going through and
was checked only when one of the unfavoredfirms which wanted to bid on
the material laid the matter before the
head of the department. The deal was
anvcuru, uui uic jirnu oi in*j acparimentnever would have known the real
import of the scheme If an outsider had
not Informed him of It. since he was
prepared to accept the "key man's" recommendationas a matter of routine.

Another example of how smoothly the
old Wilson machine is running within
the Republican Administration is furnishedby an occurrence in another department.This time It was purely a
case of patronage, with no real financial
loss to the Government involved.
The appropriation for a minor branch

of the Department of Labor was runningshort toward the close of the post
fiscal year. It became necessary to
curtail expenses for June. Consequently
'the man "under whose division this
branch comes decided to lay off .1 few
employees during the month. The result
was that he laid off two Republican
women clerks, women drawing small salaries,and retained the acting head of
the branch office, who la a Democrat
and the son of a man who hot so long
ago was an extremely prominent DemocraticRepresentative In Congress. ThlB
acting head had been transferred to the
Job only a abort while before and nuver
had made a record which Indicated that
the branch could not get along without
him.

It could certainly have run a month
without^ hinv, and yet he was retained
while the two women clerka whose elfl-
ciency records were unusually high were
forced to loaf for a month without pay.
When the case finally reached the at-

tention of the Secretary It was too late
to do anything but wait for the first of
July to arrive and bring the renewed
appropriation. It has been definitely
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decided, however, that the eon of the
former Democratic Congressman eoon

will be out of a Job, as will the Democ.
ratio division chief, who has been holdinghim on the rolls at the expense of
the Republican employees.
This first drastic house cleaning is

scheduled to occur at the Shipping
Board. It is understood that when
President Harding took Chairman
Lasker down the Potomac River on the
Mayflower last week he took occasion
to present to Mr. 1 .anker a list of names

now on tho rolls of the Shipping Board
and Emergency Fleet corporation with
the request that they he removed at the
earliest possible opportunity.

Mr. Lasker had stated a few daye
before that he was going slow in the
matter of changing the personnel. Naturally,with a world of new problems
on his hands and with everything at the
hoard in a state of confusion Mr.
Lasker had found it difficult to mane

abrupt changes.
But the scouts of the President who

are jnaklng investigations of Governmentemployees and their outside affiliationshave convinced the President
that the Shipping Board will never get
anywhere until it gets rid of practically
every man left over from the old regime
who holds a position of importance.
Aa a result of this, steady progress

in weeding out the leftovers at the ShippingBoard may be looked for at any
time. For a while many of the employees.who have had fairly strong
political backing from Republican quarv
ters have been feeling quite safe. In
fact some of them were letting it be
generally known that they had "made
themselves solid" with the new board.
According to reliable information they
have been dwelling in a fool's paradise.
To tell the truth they have become aware
of this themselves during the last few
days and now consternation reigns, and
all the Shipping Board offices are alive
with rumors as to the imminent danger
that lurks there.
But Mr. Lasker has no easy task. For

Instance, the wooden ships department
still contain* several thousand employees
scattered in various ports in the country
In spite of the fact that only one of the
fleet of wooden ships Is operating. Yet
when Mr. Ijasker sought reoently to drop
the employees of this division In a certaincoast city where there is not u singlewooden ship moving or stationary,
he was greeted with a howl from the
political friends of the employees.
With the backing of the President

however, Mr. Ijasker is going steadily
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forward. If ha needs help to atave off
the politicians he will pat It from tha
President and Gen. Dawes, whose investigationssoon will reach the Shipping
Board and whose recommendations can
hut be In favor of a wholesale reductionof useless employees.

MRS. KABER HELPLESS
SINCE LIFE SENTENCE

Talk Unintelligible; Eata and
Sleepa Little.

Cleveland. .Tnlv 17 Thfre was little
change to-night In the physical conditionof Mrs. Eva Catherine Kaber, sentencedto life Imprisonment for the murderof her husband. She remained as
helpless and exhausted as she was when
carried Into the -curt room to hear the
verdict, and has nbt moved from her bed
since.

Mrs. Kaber has talked little, and when
she has It has been In an almost unintelligiblemurmur, according to attendants
and her daughter, Marian McArdle. She
lias eaten little. Early to-day she drank a
glass of milk, and this afternoon Miss
MoArdle urged her to partake of some
food brought In for the prisoners.

Mrs. Kaber slept hardly at all laat
night.

MILLER'S EFFICIENCY
BOARD STARTS TO-DAY

Politics and Antiquated Methodsto Be Eliminated.
Special Despatch to Thb New York Hsrald.

New York Herald Bureau. 1
Albany, July IT. J

The investigation of State departments
by Gov. Miller's newly created State
Board of Estimate and Control will beginto-morrow.
The main purpose Is to cooperate with

the present State officials and assist
them In Improving the work of the departments.Gov. Miller, chairman of the
board, -wants to drive out of the State
service political wire pulling. Inefficiency
and antiquated methods.
The Governor *eee no reason why the

State's bhslnesK should not be conducted
with the same snap and progresstveness
as that of any big, up to date corporation.Economy and efficiency are to be
the watchwords. The board seeks a
maximum of results at a minimum of
cost.
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